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It's that time of year when flowers bloom on the crepe myrtles one after another, bringing delight to our eyes. In Japanese, the tree’s name is spelled
with characters that mean “100 Days of Crimson.” It is prized as a street tree because, like the name suggests, it has a long and strong flowering period.
When looking at crepe myrtle trunks on the street, you'll sometimes see large knots unnaturally protruding from them. These knots are called “crepe
murder.” They develop when antibacterial matter concentrates around a wound where a crepe myrtle has been repeatedly cut and hypertrophies into
a knot. The crepe myrtles at Shosei-en are sculpted into natural tree shapes by not overcutting branches, but instead removing them by considering a
tree’s overall balance so that “crepe murder” stays unnoticeable. The crepe myrtle | recommend most is the one behind the Tairitsu-seki teahouse. It's
the largest one in the garden and blooms with adorably white flowers. Summer garden work can be physically taxing, but whenever I look up at the
crepe myrtle’s white flowers, | feel a little relief from the heat. Please be sure to take a look at it when you visit Shosei-en.
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In early summer, the gardenia flowers start to bloom, spreading a sweet scent through the air. Pellucid hawkmoths are a moth Egi{,‘gﬂdjﬂﬂwégom
species whose larvae love eating these gardenias' leaves. These larvae have voracious appetites and they shave these gardenias Adult: Jun.-Oct.

bald by feeding on their sprouts and buds. Adult pellucid hawkmoths, however, are attracted to the gardenia flowers’

strong scent and white color. Like hummingbirds, they hover as they suck out the nectar through their long mouths

and carry off the gardenia pollen. Pellucid hawkmoths do awful damage to gardenia leaves, yet they are also useful

pollinators. This give-and-take relationship is something we value in Shosei-en’s garden management too. *[_5_ wEmp st e EECE
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Garden Highlight MAP
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*Flowenng periods vary from year to year
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In this expansive garden, there are some plant varieties that can’t be seen unless
you get close to them. We'll introduce the plants whose flowers bloom at this
time of year, so enjoy all the lovely blooming flowers.
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“Lion’s Roar Cascade”
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A cool place in the shade where you
can hear the sound of water.
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The largest white crepe
myrtle in the garden!
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Crepe myrtle
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Gardenia
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The lotus rooted in the mud blooms
graceful flowers.
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Purple loosestrife Purple beautyberry ‘%}‘%)




